SENT BY: HOWISON, & ARNO; 



972 479 0464 ; APR -24 -OS 9:40AM; 



PAGE 4 



2 

In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for automatically accessing an information source to 
determine information related to a document when said document is presented to a user based on 
information contained in a bar code visibly printed on each of the documents comprising: 

a bar code scanner electrically coupled to a local terminal for reading the barcode printed 

5 on said document; 

means for automatically determining a routing code and an account number from the bar 
code, said means for determining located in said local terminal; 

means for automatk^lyderiv^ 
contained in the bar code, said means located in said local terminal ; 
1 o means, on said local terminal, for receiving a security code entered by a purchaser; 

a modem electrically coupled to said local tcrmiiial in transmitting and receiving electrical 
communication therewith; and 

a bi-directional underwriting institution switch electrically coupled to said modem and 
capable of automatically establishing electrical communication , with the information source based on 
15 the touting code dgtgmaafijfro ^ bar cod e fry &\d mftW $W teteppfflfflff . 

2. (Previously Presented): The apparatus of Claim 1 further including means for saving 
information-contained in said bar Code for use in future processing of information returned to said local 
terminal from the mfonnation source. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Clato 

means for storing a plurality of distinct underwriting institution routing codes and 
corresponding underwriting institution contact information; 

the bi-directional underwriting, institution switch automatically establishing 
5 communication with the undeiNtfri ting, institution issuing this one of the plurality of negotiable 
instruments presented by the purchaser based on institution routing code information contained in the 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
S/N 09/909,035 

Atty,DktNo.PHLY-25,478 . 

PAGE 4/10 ^ RCVD AT 4Q4/2006 1 1 :24:52 AM [Eastern DayOght TnneJ * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF*14 * DN1S:2738300 • CS!D:972 479 0464 mraHimm-K]:^ " . 



SENT BY: HOWISON, & ARNO; 



972 479 0464 • APR -24-06 9:40AM; 



PAGE 5/10 



; • * 3 ' . ' ' ' 

bar code on said one negotiable iiistrument 

4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for automatically accessing [[an]] wlien said 3jtoa 
document is presented to a user based on account information contained in a bar code visibly printed on 

each of the documents. 

a bar code scanner electricallycoUpled to a local terminal for reading the bar code printed 
5 on said document, said bar code scanner capable of reading a bar code printed on a driver's license; and 
further comprising means for printing a reproduction of the driver's license bar code on a receipt for 
correlating said document presented to the and said driver's license bar code with said receipt; 

means for automatically determininga routing code and an account number from the bar 
a^e* said means for determining 
10 nieans for automatically deriving a security 

contained in the bar code, said means located in said local terminal; 

means, on said local terminal, for receiving a security code catered by a pxitcbaser; 

a modem electrically coupled to said local terminal in transmitting and receiving electrical 

communication therewith; and 
15 a bi-directional underwriting institution switch electrically coupled to said modem and 

capable of automatically establishing electrical communication with the underwriting institution based . 
on the underwriting institution routing code, determined frome o nt aincd in the bar code bv said means 
fgrfctt^ning. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method for automatically accessing and verifying with an 
underwriting institution the status of an account underlying one of a plurality of negotiable mstifttments 
and the authority of a purchaser to issue said onc.negotiable instrument against said accoimt when said 
one negotiable instrument is presented to a. merchant based on account information and r^srypted 

5 security information contained in a bar code visibly printed on each of the plurality of negotiable 
instruments for establishing that the purchaser is recognized; by the underwriting institution as an 
authorized issuer of said one negotiable instrument Against said account, comprising the steps of: 
a) reading the bar code printed on the one negotiable instrument; 
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b) deriving animdei^ting 
10 c) deriving an account number from the bar code; 

d) deriving a sectirity code fttom the encrypted security information in the bar code; 
dl) entering a security code; 

e) automatically contacting the appropriate )tmderwriting institution based on the 
underwriting institution cjode contained in the bar code; 

15 f) transmitting the account number and the security code to the a$pt»priate 

underwriting institution; 

g) receiving account status information from the underwriting institution only when 
the security code and the account number are verified; and 

h) displaying the account status information. 

6. (Original): The method of Claim 5 herein step (e) comprises a software routing ixsinjg a 
look-up table containing underwriting institution codes and corresponding underwriting institution 
contact information for automatically establishing communication with the appropriate underwriting 
institution. 

7. (Previously Presented) Hie method of Claim 5 wherein step (e) comprises contacting 
automatically and in real time the properunderwriting institution based on the underwriting institution 
code. 

8. (Previously Presented) Tile iatethod of Claim 5 farther including the step of including the 
account information and encrypted security information contained in said bar code for use in future 
processing of the transaction, 

9. (Original): ThemethodofClaimi 

from a driver's license, automatieBiliy determining driver's license information from the driver*ilicense 
bar code, and automatically verifying the driver's license information. 
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10* (Currently Amended) A method for automatically accessing an underwriting institiitibii For 
verifyingthe status of an accountUMeriyiiigoneof aphintlity dfiiegotiable hisU umcntin$fr^ and 
the authority of a purchaser to issue said one negotiable uisteunicuto instrument against said account 
when said one negotiable instrument is presented to a merchant based on account inforiination and 
5 encrypted security information contained in a bar code visibly printed on each of the plurality of 
negotiable instruments for establishing that the purchaser is recognized by the underwriting institution 
as an authorized issuer of said one negotiable instrument against said account, comprising tbfcSfeps of: 

a) reading the bar code printed on the negotiable instrument; 

b) deriving ^underwriting institution code from the bar code; 
10 c) deriving an account number from the bar code; 

d) deriving a security code from the encrypted security information in the ba* code; 

e) automatically contacting the appropriate undcnvriting institution baaed on the . 

underwriting institution code contained in flic bar code; S 

. • - rni •» 

f) transmitting the account number and the security code to the appropriate £/J ; 

1 5 underwriting instilution; and >> 

g) receivingin&ni^ : 
when the security code and the account number are verified; ^ 

h) displaying the account status information; arid reading bar code infonnation from jpQr 
a driver's l&ense and printing a reproduction of the driver's license bar code on pj^ 

20 a receipt for correlating saidnegotiablc :faKtrument presentedto the merchant and O 

said driver's license bar ebde with said receipt. 

11. (Currently Amended)^ . A method for automatically accessing an imderwriting institution 
for verifying the status of an account underlying one of a negotiable p lurality of nsgptfofrje i nstalments 
and the authority of a purchaser to issue said one negotiable instrument against said account when said 
one negotiable instrument is presented to a merchant based on account information and security 
5 information contained in a bar code printed on sach of the plurality of negotiable instruments for. 
establishing that the purchaser is i^cognizcd by the underwriting institution as an authorized issuer of 
said one negotiable instrument against said account, comprising the steps of: 
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a) reading tiie bar cdde printed on the negotiable insmimeht; 

b) deriving an ^ underwriting institution code forth the bar code; 
10 c) deriving an account number from the barcqde; 

d) deriving an encrypted security code form the bar code; 

dl ) storing a plurality of distinct underwriting institution codes and corresponding 

underwriting institution cbniact information; 
d2) providing A bi-directional device at said underwriting institution Switch for 
15 automatically estabtishinjg communication with the underwriting institutidn 

issuing the/one of the plurality of negotiable instruments j^neseh^ by the 

purchaser based on ins titiition code 

onenegoti^Ieinstruinent; and . 

e) automatically contacting die appropriate wdcrwriting institution isstiing the one 
20 negotiable instrument based on the underwriting institution code cot^ 

bar code. 



n 
a 



12. (Canceled). 

13. (Canceled). 

14. (Canceled). f 
15/ (Canceled). C 

16. (Canceled). 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (Canceled). 

21. (Canceled). 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Canceled). 

24. (Canceled). 
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Applicant has carefully reviewed the Office Action dated September 20, 2005, and is 
resubmitting its entire response previously submitted on March 20, 2006 in order to comply with the 
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendtfient (37 CFR 1*121) wherein: Applicant's response was iomd to be 
non-compliant due to the feet that Applicant did not Kstout the reeled claims 12-43, bm 
"Claims 12-43 - Canceled". Applicant submits this con^^ submitfcdstifch that 

the canpeled claims 12-43 are listed as required by Notice of NoiVrCompliartt Ameridmcii* (37 CFR 
1.121). [ ; 
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